MERLYN AND ARTHUR
CHAPTER 1: THE SON OF UTHER

SCENE 1: ORKNEY, KING LOT’S CASTLE, EXT, EVENING.

SFX: CROWD CHEERING FROM OUTSIDE.

SFX: FOOTSTEPS, MORGAUSE’'S FOOTSTEPS APPROACHING MORGAN.

1 MORGAUSE
Is it true?

2 MORGAN
He'’'s only just arrived, we don't
know for certain.

3 MORGAUSE
I saw them riding in from my
chamber window. The whole
battalion, not one man missing.
They must have done it.

4 MORGAN
Quiet, sister. Keep composure,
he’ll be here any moment.

SFX: CHAMBER DOOR OPENING.

5 CRIER
King Lot approaches!

SFX: FOOTSTEPS AS KING LOT ENTERS THE ROOM.

6 MORGAN
(To KING LOT)
Glad tidings. You look...
satisfied. The people of Orkney
have gathered in the square. Do you

4//' have good news to share with them?
S)( ”\(\ \\ 7 KING LOT
T

here is work yet to be done.

8 MORGAUSE
Of course. But England... has she
fallen? Did we do it?

9 KING LOT
Not yet. But without guidance,
leaders... It is only a matter of
time.



10 MORGAN
So the king... the queen--

11 KING LOT
With my own hands.

12 MORGAUSE
Joyous news, indeed! The expansion
of Orkney is ours for the taking.

13 [KING LOT
It will not be so simple.

14 MORGAN
Did the King have an heir?

15 KING LOT
(Bitterly)

So it would seem. They handed him
off to one of their knights, hoping
to spare him. Our men gave chase,
last they saw of him, his horse
tripped and fell into a ravine.
Even their palfreys are pathetic...

16 MORGAN
Then the child is dead?

17 KING LOT
That is the assumption.

18 MORGAUSE
Dead? How old? Was he a baby--

19 KING LOT
What do you care? Your services
will be required in the months
ahead. We know not for certain if
the child lives, and England’s late
father had a... contingency.

20 MORGAN
Of what nature?

21 KING LOT
The idiot enlisted a magician to
affix a sword to a stone.
(Mockingly)
He who draws it is rightwise King.

22 MORGAUSE
So, if the child lives--



23 KING LOT
We have men searching, lest he
somehow survived.

24 MORGAN
England has a great many
territories, expansion will take
years.

25 KING LOT
Then I look forward to watching her
bleed slowly. You will have your
orders soon.

26 MORGAUSE
Yes, father.

SFX: FOOTSTEPS AS KING LOT STEPS OUT ONTO THE BALCONY.

SFX: CROWD NOISE BECOMING MORE PROMINENT. A SWELL AS THEY SEE
HIM EMERGE.

27 KING LOT
OV Glad tiding, children of Orkney!
S" ‘ Uther Pendragon IS DEAD!

SFX: CROWD SWELLS, A SEAMLESS TRANSITION.

SCENE 2: ENGLISH FOREST, EXT. NIGHT.

SFX: FOREST SOUNDS, HURRIED FOOTSTEPS AS A MAN RUNS THROUGH
THE FOREST, BREATHING HEAVILY.

SFX: A BABY CRYING.

28 ECTOR
(Trying to keep the baby
quiet, unsure if they’'re
being followed)
Shh, shh. I won’'t let anyone hurt
you. You will live, yet. I will
protect you, Arthur.
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