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MERLYN110
They are not silly, and when the 
time is right you’ll have me to 
thank for marzipan, when the time 
is right--

THEODORA111
Merlyn. The council has taken note 
of your behavior. At this 
conjecture, we see no choice but to 
remove you from your position.

MERLYN112
Remove me?! No! That-- that’s not 
fair!

UULM113
You’re a powerful wizard, Merlyn, 
that’s why you were granted a seat 
among us.

ZELIE114
But the power you’ve had here, the 
things you’ve seen, all you know...

MADMUS115
You’d be too much of a risk. Not 
that you aren’t already...

STISH116
To be removed from the council of 
magicians is the highest disgrace 
that can befall a wielder of the 
mystics.

MERLYN117
No-- don’t say it. You wouldn’t--

THEODORA118
Removing you from this council 
means you will lose your magical 
abilities.

MERLYN119
No! The very thought is torturous-- 
I’d-- I’d be dull, I’d have to walk 
places, I’d be...

(Gravely)
A man.

THEODORA120
That very statement proves the 
misuse of your magic. I believe 
we’ve reached a verdict--
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13.

MERLYN121
You must reconsider.

MADMUS122
Gods wounds, just take it like a 
man and let me go back to the mines-
-

MERLYN123
No. As you’ve said, Theodora, I 
have served this council honorably 
for many years. And while I may 
grant I’ve grown distracted, my 
wisdom is invaluable.

THEODORA124
You use it to create cures for wine 
headaches.

MERLYN125
To great effect, mind you.

UULM126
This is silly, just send him home!

MERLYN127
Wait! Fine. I’ll concede, I have 
been selfish with my gifts. It is 
true.

ZELIE128
You truly believe that?

MERLYN129
I... I do. But, I can change. Give 
me a chance, I will!

THEODORA130
Why should we believe that?

MERLYN131
Please. I have studied the mystic 
arts since I was a boy, without 
this magic, I am nothing. I’ll... 
I’ll do anything.

A moment.

THEODORA132
You will?

UULM133
Are you considering this?

13.



14.

STISH134
We reached a verdict...

MADMUS135
All this time deliberating that 
could be spent hitting a rock with 
a hammer--

THEODORA136
Your experience on this council is 
invaluable, Merlyn. I grant you 
that. No one has the unique 
perspective of time’s flow that you 
have.

MERLYN137
I was born on the other side going 
back, so it stands to reason.

STISH138
You always say that, but I still 
don’t know what it means.

THEODORA139
Fine, Merlyn. I will grant you one 
last chance to prove yourself.

WALLA: COUNCIL MEMBERS GROANING.

THEODORA140 (CONT’D)
But, in the meantime, you will be 
barred from all council meetings.

MERLYN141
Fine. What must I do?

THEODORA142
As you know, nine months from now a 
highly important fixed point in the 
timeline will occur.

MERLYN143
I am. Though this council has 
clouded my vision of that point in 
the future and will not inform me 
of what it is. A bit rude--

THEODORA144
If you can prove in these nine 
months that you are capable of 
using your magic, not only 
responsibly, but in the service of 
others, then you may return to your 
seat on the council.
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MERLYN145
...In service of others?

UULM146
Why do you look so uncomfortable?

MADMUS147
Oh, he’s done in, that’s for sure.

THEODORA148
These are the terms. Do you accept?

MERLYN149
(A moment of 
consideration)

...Yes.

THEODORA150
Very well. We will see you here in 
nine months. Hopefully a changed 
man.

SFX: A MAGICAL FLASH, MERLYN TELEPORTING OUT OF THE CHAMBER.

WALLA: EFFORT SOUNDS AS MERLYN HITS THE GROUND.

THIMBLE151
So. How much trouble are you in?

MERLYN152
It’s bad this time.

SFX: TRANSITION MUSIC/SFX.

SCENE 5: MERLYN’S COTTAGE, INT. DAY.

SPINDLE153
Prove you’re not selfish? That’s 
impossible!

MERLYN154
I know! It’s completely 
unrealistic. The gall of the 
council. I’ve never liked that 
Theodora.

THIMBLE155
Right, can’t have someone holding 
you accountable, can we? Look here, 
in the crystal ball. Here are some 
ideas.
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